


Diversity Position Paper – Working in a group to produce a presentation and paper

Description: The intent of this activity is to have you consider three possible compositions of a group tasked with developing a presentation and associated paper, and then take a stance in favor of one of them, providing advantages and disadvantages, and appropriate documentation to substantiate your chosen group composition.  This should also prepare you to have a thoughtful conversation about course content.

Process: Read the three possible group compositions and the brief justification associated with each (provided below in the Scenario section).  Consider which group composition most closely aligns with your beliefs and current understanding.  Develop a 750-1000 word document that has the following sections and utilizes appropriate citations:
a. Introduction – Describe the group composition you have chosen and provide a very brief summary of why you have chosen it.
b. Support – Provide brief summaries of at least two reliable articles, papers, or books which lend support to your chosen group composition.
c. Advantages – Discuss advantages of using the group composition you have chosen. 
d. Disadvantages – Discuss disadvantages or risks of using the group composition you have chosen.
e. Closing – Summarize your position and why you have selected it.
Scenario: Imagine you are going to be one of four or five members of a group tasked with developing a paper and presentation on a particular subject in a relatively short period of time.  Which of the following three options will you use to select the other members of your group?
a. The group should consist of only subject matter experts.  Since you have a limited amount of time to develop and refine your paper and presentation, you want to have as much expertise as possible at your disposal, and thus want the entire group to be subject matter experts.
b. The group should be diverse, including subject matter experts, as well as others.  Since you have a limited amount of time to develop and refine your paper and presentation, you want subject matter experts, but also want others who can offer differing points of view.
c. It does not matter if the group is diverse or all subject matter experts, as long as there is at least one subject matter expert.  Since you have a limited amount of time to develop and refine your paper and presentation, you want a group of individuals who will work together, and do not care if they are subject matter experts or not, as long as someone has knowledge of the subject.
Evaluation: You are to complete this activity and submit a written document satisfying the requirements described above.  Your submitted document will primarily be evaluated based on content, but grammatical, spelling, citation, or formatting errors will diminish your grade.
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